
A tunnel proposal 
- an urban playground for integration between neighborhoods

The idea of building a tunnel under the roads separating our site 
from the bordering housing areas has come from discussions 
about integration between them and the university that surrounds 
our site. The neighborhood council hopes to through designing for 
integration and for activities on the border between city districts 
make for a place for different people to meet and connect.
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Reasons why the neighborhood council wants to design for 
integration are to make students feel at home in the city through 
becoming more immersed into the city and having a relation to it 
beyond the campus and for this to lead to more students staying in 
the city after graduation which will in a long term perspective enrich 
the city with people, character and knowledge.
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The tunnel will be the next project 
in line after the housing proposal 
is built. The neighborhood council 
that will be put in place in the 
housing proposal will search for 
collaborations with neighbors, the 
local climbing club, the skateboard 
club etc. and will with these co-
design the tunnel and work to 
realize the project through the 
student tenants union and its 
collaboration with Bostaden and 
Umeå Kommun.
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Our second neighborhood council meeting brought forward thoughts of a redesign of the 
neighboring road intersection where the boundaries it creates today are eliminated. 

Here came the idea of a tunnel, as we saw how a tunnel to the north east of our site works well 
as a connection between our site and the present housing on Lilljansberget, and though why not 
duplicate and develop this to the west by the intersection. We go under the roads and therefor 
enable a safer and more natural movement between the neighboring areas. 
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